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CHEEKWOOD

....art & gardens -...
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Take your class on an artistic adventure and discover the
wide world of art. This interactive tour encourages
students to take a closer look at masterpieces on view
from the permanent collection as well as temporary
exhibitions. Groups will explore the elements of art,
design principles and gain understanding of creative
methods, materials and motivations.
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ARIBITION O ~ A

Before you visit Cheekwood, we encourage you to share some of the background information from
this Teacheros Guide with your students. Bel o
for the visit.

WHAT 1S ART?

During your visit to Cheekwood you will view a variety of artwork.
What is art? Is the definition of art the same to everyone?

Cheekwood is considered a collecting institution, which means that the collection will continue t
grow over time. The collection is made up of approximately 8,000 objecfghat is the difference
between collecting and a collection? Why do you think Cheekwood collects objects?

You will view different types of artwork in the museum, such as landscapes, portraits and still lifes.
What is the difference between these types of works?
What do you expect to see when looking at them?

WHAT MATERIALS ARE USED?

Artists use all types of materials to create unique works of art.
What types of materials do you expect artists to have used in artwork that is on display at
Cheekwood?

WHAT DO YOU WANT TO | EARN?

Cheekwoodds Museum of Art is over 50 years |o
community.Have you visited Cheekwood before? What do you already know about

Cheekwood? What do you hope to learn during your visi{Peachers: Have your students use

the KWL chart on pg. 13 to help answer these questions.)

Cheekwood changes the artwork and objects on display in the Museum of Art frequently. During your Vig
select pieces discussed in this Teacherds Guid
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MUSEUM MAP & ETIOUETTE

ENTRANCE LEVEL

(Restrooms, Elevator, and Shop)

LOGGIA LEVEL

(Decorative Arts, Loggia)
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SECOND FLOOR

(Fine Arts, Traveling Exhibitions)

Thompson Snuff
Bottle Collection
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MUSEUM and GARDEN
ETIQUETTE

Prior to your visit, please review the Museum
and Garden Rules with your students.

T Visitors are asked to stay on the paths
for the protection of the plant
collections and for their own safety.

1 Please do not touch the plants or

artwork. Stay at |
away from works of art in the

Museum.
T Speak in a nor mal

Please do not disturb guests in the
gardens or galleries by yelling or
shouting to others.

1 Stay with your group. Cheekwood is
very large, and it is easy to get
distracted. We do not want anyone to
be separated from their group.

1 Please leave any backpacks or large
purses at school or on the bus while
visiting. Bulky objects might bump a
work of art and damage it.

T Photography is not permitted in the
Museum of Art, but students are
welcome to take pictures in the
gardens.

1 Students may only use pencils in the
galleries. Pens, markers, and crayons

K are not allowed. /

BEFORE YOUR VISIT & WHEN YOU ARRIVE,



HISTORI HEEKWOOD

Within its 55 acres, Cheekwood is a complex institution rich with history, beautiful gardens and
nationally acclaimed art. The history of Cheekwood is intimately interwoven with the growth of
Nashville, the Maxwell House coffee brand angd
families. Here is their story.

I n 1890, Leslie Cheek moved with his family f
business in Cummins Station. Soon after joini
and they were married in 1896. Their son, Leslie Cheek, Jr. was born in 1908 and their daughter,
Huldah Warfield Cheek, followed in 1915.

While Leslie worked with his father in the grocery business, his cousin Joel developed a superior
blend of coffee. Members of the Cheek family invested in Chelleal Coffee. Eventually, Joel
convinced the best hotel in Nashville, the Maxwell House, to carry his coffee exclusively, and the
Maxwell House brand was born. When Joel Cheek sold his brand to Postum (now General Foods)
for over $40 million in 1928, Leslieds invest
shares for IBM stock, Leslie secured his fortune. He and Mabel purchased 100 acres in West
Nashville and built their dream house, which later became known as Cheekwood.

The couple hired New York residential landscape architect Bryant Fleming to create the 30,000
square foot Georgiarstyle mansion with formal gardens. Built from limestone quarried on the
grounds, Fleming designed the home so that it appears to rise out of the hill. He also orchestrated
the placement of doors, windows and rooms to accentuate the views of gardens and landscape,
completely tying the house to the grounds in every aspect.

VATE |

TER NAY 3

420

Left to Right: Aerial view of Cheekwood during the time of the Cheeks; Guests awaiting the public opening of Cheekwood@ 196
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HISTORI HEEKWOOD

To furnish the home, Mr. and Mrs. Cheek traveled with Fleming to Great Britain to buy antiques and
furniture for the great mansion. After their return, four railcars were required to ship these treasures
to the location. Construction on the mansion began in 1929, ended in 1932, and was one of the
largest employers in Nashville during the Depression.

In January 1933, Leslie and Mabel moved into their new home. Leslie lived only two years at
Cheekwood before his death in 1935. Nine years later Mabel Cheek deeded the house to their
daughter Huldah and her husband Walter Sharp. In 1957, the Sharps offered the mansion and 55
acres of land for the establishment of a botanical garden and art museum. After renovations to
transform the home into a true museum, Cheekwoo
22, 1960 with a dedication given by Senator Albert Gore, Sr.

Since 1960, Cheekwoodds Museum of Art has acqui
American and European paintings, prints, photographs, sculptures, and decorative arts. Through
purchases and gifts, the art collection has grown to approximately 8,000 objects. The Botanical
Garden has also expanded, now featuring 19 different collections displayed within ten beautiful
specialty gardens. Cheekwoododés plant coll ectifon
daffodils, dogwoods, herbs, and many others.

Today, Cheekwood continues to inspire and educate by making art, horticulture and nature
accessible to a diverse community.

Left to Right: Leslie, Huldah, and Mabel Cheek before they embark on European buying trip; Drawing Room with the
original furnishings; Foundersd6 Plaque recognizing thg

did you know?

In the 18" century, ship captains would pick up pineapples while traveling
around South America. After arriving home from their voyage, they would
place the pineapples on their picket fence as a way of inviting friends and
neighbors to share the fruits and spices they brought back. The Pineapple
is a symbol of kindness and hospitality, and the Cheeks used it
throughout their home. As you explore the Museum of Art, keep an eye
out for pineapples.How many can you find?

HISTORY OF THE CHEEK FAMILY & CHEEKWOQ




